TORONTO CHAPTER
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YEAR END ACTIVITY REPORT FOR 2024

The Toronto Chapter completed another very challenging, but successful year in 2024.
After servicing all of our obligations, we ended the year in the black as you will note
from the Treasurer’s report; this includes the payments from 74 members for their 2024
Chapter membership fees and some generous donations. The paid membership is down
slightly from 2023. We received 5 new members for 2024.

The Chapter and the Directors faced challenges following the passing of our long-time
President, Membership Secretary, and Acting Treasurer, Sheldon D. Benner in August
2023, as the remainder of the active Executive members (John Bertram, Gord McNulty,
Ken Swartz, Eric Roscoe, and Geoff Pyne) attempted to continue his work with the
Chapter. However, due to paid work expectations and obligations, Flypast publications
and distribution were delayed significantly. They slowly recovered in the latter part of the
year, later in the year, thanks to huge efforts by Ken Swartz and Eric Roscoe.

Thanks are also due to Eric Roscoe and John Bertram for preparing the speakers roster
for the year, Ken Swartz for promotion and communication of the Chapter’s activities
including Flypast and the creation of e-newsletters, Gord McNulty for advising us on the
National activities, and Geoff Pyne, Acting Secretary/Treasurer and Chapter Facebook
administrator.

By early 2024, the Canadian Forces College (CFC) approved the resumption of our in-
person meetings at their excellent facilities, thanks to Eric Roscoe’s efforts and
persistence in liaising with CFC. The meetings progressed as noted below. However,
following a number of successful Zoom meetings in 2023, attempts were made to hold
hybrid meetings - in-person presentations, but with Zoom capability for those who could
not, or chose not to, attend. Unfortunately, due to technical difficulties with equipment
and the locale, these were only partially successful. The hybrid format was suspended for
the early part of 2025.

Other activities supported by Chapter members in 2024 were the CAHS National
Convention and AGM held at Saskatoon in June, the ”Toronto Aviation and Airline
Collectibles Show” in early April and October where the Chapter had a display table and
items for sale, the Northern Lights Aero Foundation Award Gala in Brampton, various
events at the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum, the Canadian Harvard Aircraft
Association, Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame 2024 Induction Ceremony in Toronto, and
various meetings of the Royal Canadian Air Force Association



Meeting Dates, Speakers, Topic (In-person Attendees + Zoom Numbers)

3 February 2024: Kathryn Bradford Stevens, in conversation with John Bertram,
presented “The Legacy of Robert Bradford” - her father (31)

2 March 2024: Martin Keenan (Chapter Member and Historian) presented on the “The
Boeing B-47 Stratojet” (29)

6 April 2024: Ken Swartz (Chapter Director) presented on the subject of “Aviation at
Downsview 1929 - 2024 (53 + 22 Zoom)

4 May 2024: Major Bill March (retired, RCAF Historian) discussed “The Royal
Canadian Air Force in its first Century” (19 + 15 Zoom)

6 June 2024: Martin Keenan (Chapter Member and Historian), made an encore on-line
only presentation on the “The Boeing B-47 Stratojet” (27 Zoom only)

19 October 2024: Brian Cotter (Chapter Member, Historian, and retired television
producer) presented on “The Life and Times of Leading Aircraftman Doug Smith” in the
presence of Mr. Smith (26 + 15 Zoom)

9 November 2024: Chris Clackett (Retired Management Consultant, now a Guide at the
Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum) presented on the topic of “Life as a Special
Duties Bomber Pilot” which described some exploits of his father’s career (19 + 7 Zoom)

7 December 2024: Ted Barris (Author and Historian) presented “Battle of Britain -
Canadian Airmen in Their Finest Hour” (46)
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