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It was another year of virtual programming for the Ottawa Chapter of the Canadian
Aviation Historical Society (CAHS). The lack of access to the Mauril Bélanger
Theatre at the Canada Aviation and Space Museum (CASM) meant that all our
meetings were held through the Zoom video conferencing platform while we worked
towards resuming in-person meetings.

The breakdown of the 2024 speakers and their topics are noted below:

25 January - Early Postwar British Bombers and Fighters, Eric Roscoe

29 February - The RCAF Centennial: Events and Collaborations, Mathias Joost

28 March - De Havilland Dragons and Dragon Rapides in Canada, John Crook

25 April - CAHS Ottawa Chapter AGM

30 May - It’s the Men, Not the Machines, John Henderson

26 September - No meeting

31 October - A Picture is Worth 1,000 Words, Kyle Huth

28 November - Canada’s Last Victoria Cross Recipient: Lt. (P) Robert Hampton
Gray VC, DSC, MID, Don MacNeil

During the summer, discussions between CAHS Ottawa and CASM seemed quite
promising for our return to using the museum’s facilities in September. However, this
turned out not to be the case, and as a result, we had no September meeting.
Discussions continued into the fall, with significant progress being made.
Unfortunately, when we finally received the new Memorandum of Understanding
between CAHS Ottawa and CASM in January 2025, the costs were too high. As a
result, the hunt for a new venue continues, with several promising locations identified.

The Research and Projects Group (prayer group) did not meet this past year, as
there was little to no interest in meeting virtually.

With our speakers’ permission we continue to add many of the above presentations
to the CAHS YouTube channel, which continues to grow in subscribers, viewership,
and videos.

The Program Convenor and Refreshments positions on the Chapter Executive
continue to be vacant, with Mathias Joost, Hugh Halliday, and myself sharing the
responsibilities of the Program Convenor to arrange speakers. Over the summer,
Mathias moved away from Ottawa, and Bill Clark began assuming his duties as
Chapter Membership Secretary and Treasurer. As a sign of appreciation, Mathias
was given a Lifetime Membership as a thank you for his years serving the Chapter.


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8ZuxbzFdkXXcGKMZ4sbKXA

Remember, in order to continue operating successfully, CAHS Ottawa does need
new volunteers on the Executive, so please consider volunteering. That said, if you
are unable to volunteer for the Executive, you could still assist the Chapter by
sharing your input, ideas, and contacts for potential presenters or topics. Additionally,
material is always welcome for the Observair newsletter.

On behalf of the Chapter Executive, | would like to thank everyone who continues to
support CAHS Ottawa, especially the donors for their financial contributions and the
presenters and writers for sharing their research and stories with us. Finally, | would
like to extend a special thanks to Mathias Joost and Hugh Halliday for their
continued work on the Chapter Executive, and to Bill Clark for volunteering to
replace Mathias. We could not have had a successful 2024 season without all of
you!

Kyle Huth

Ottawa Chapter President
Canadian Aviation Historical Society
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