Canadian Aviation Historical Society Medicine Hat Chapter
President’s 2024 Report

It was with anticipation that we entered 2024 acknowledging several important events in
which we supported or participated.

The 100h Anniversary of the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) took centre stage as our
Chapter decided a special event was needed to honour all those who served in the
RCAF. Through a group effort, the MH Chapter hosted a major event at the oldest
operating movie theatre in Canada. Overall, the event was a resounding success as it
was well attended. Additionally, many corporate and private sponsors stepped up to
assist the MH Chapter financially. This brings home an interesting point in how the
community supported our initiative, from the Municipal Government through the Mayor’s
office all the way to local citizens supporting the MH Chapter through personal
donations.

The MH Chapter has pursued other initiatives within the community, some of which are
still ongoing. Our continued support of the local Royal Canadian Air Cadets, No. 15
Squadron will be continued. The enthusiasm of the Cadets, the Command team, and
their civilian training instructors is infectious. We are proud to be supporters of this
great organization.

Local Aviation events are also a focus of our support. The bi-annual Family Fun and
Flight is a worthy cause to support for our Chapter. The event is organized to highlight
and promote the Dave Rozdeba South Alberta Flight Academy as conducted through
the Prairie Rose Public School Division. This program enrolls interested students in a
flight academy to gain their Pilot’s License along with their High School Diploma.
Fantastic aviation displays are featured including Halo, local Radio-Controlled aircraft
group and invited aeronautics performers. This year was a great success, and we look
forward to the next event in 2026.

Our work with the Royal Canadian Legion Branch No. 17 Robertson Memorial
continues. We are working on an initiative to dedicate a meeting room, currently named
the Lancaster Room, in the Legion to the “RCAF Memorial Room.” This is pending
approval of a grant application. We have loosely adopted the Legion as our home for
monthly meetings, and we have had good results. For the most part, our technical
issues with the Zoom meeting platform have been mostly resolved. The past year, we
had some amazing speakers as outlined in our treasurer’s report (see below). Our
winter/spring program is underway, and we are booking speakers into May.

The work we have done with the City of Medicine Hat’'s Heritage Resources Working
Group continues. Our Chapter was requested to provide a historical perspective on the
RCAF/RAF British Commonwealth Air Training Plan’s No. 34 Service Flying Training



School (SFTS) formerly located at the current Municipal Airport site. Inside the airport
perimeter is the original No. 34 SFTS Wind Tee (Vane), which is located in a difficult to
access area of the property. Our goal was to petition the City of Medicine Hat to
preserve this important last remaining piece of equipment from the base. Our Chapter
succeeded in having the Wind Tee granted Historical Significance Status, which is a
huge step forward. Further collaborative work will continue to ensure this artifact is
preserved.

The National Conference in Saskatoon was a good time. A few of our members
attended and expressed their satisfaction with the venue, meeting, and tours held. The
speakers were interesting and meeting a Second World War veteran was a thrill.
Compliments go out to Jim, Gary, and the executive body for a job well done.

What does 2025 bring for the Medicine Hat Chapter?? We have resolved that our Fall
program will dedicated to hosting local aviation industry leaders as speakers to our
Chapter. It is our hope that the MH Chapter will continue to grow as we have gained
several international members, and through the generous support of many local
corporate sponsors, we will continue with all of our important aviation related initiatives.

All of what has been achieved is only possible through the support of our members, our
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Treasurer’s Report for 2024

Detailed financial data is in our bookkeeper’s report to Ottawa HQ. We had a very busy
financial year due to the year being the 100™ anniversary of the RCAF. The year
included a National AGM and Conference at Saskatoon, followed by our local air show
called Family Fun and Flight. The CAHS MH Chapter participated fully in both. Due to
generous landing fee given and outstanding donations, we were able to support
attendance by four of our members to the Saskatoon National Conference, one included
our President. Members also participated in the local, well attended, RCAF history
cinema night at our local historical theatre.

In addition, we continued our support of the local Air Cadets. We also were able to rent
meeting space at the Robertson Memorial Legion Branch in Medicine Hat. Our 2024-
year end campaign for members’ renewal was successful. In year 2024, we instituted a
local corporate sponsorship program and have enrolled six paid and two in-kind donors
by 31December 2024. We ended 2024 in good financial situation due to generous
Medicine Hatters and our generous national and international members.

Membership Report 2024

We ended 2024 with six paid corporate members and two in-kind corporate members.
We have 24 paid up members, plus one honorary and one lifetime member as of 31
December 2024. Recruitment continues. Membership includes four international and
several national members.

Speakers List 2024
e January 2024: Will Chabun SK — Air Ambulance history
e February 2024: Matt Klimaszewski — Battle of Britain- 1914 to 1918
e March 2024: Alex Markov — Amtech -The History of the Twin Otter
e April 2024: RCAF 100 Events — Movie Night - Monarch Theatre - Air Force Films
e May 2024: Family Fun and Flight Event
e July 2024: Fun and Flight and Social at airport
e September 2024: David Carter — Prairie Wings
e October 2024: Tony Soulis — Helicopter Career in Army and Canada
e November 2024: Robert Mather — History of Aeroengines
e December 2024: Social at Mauro Café



