
CAHS Georgian Bay Chapter – Activities – 2024 

Meetings 

Sept. 14, 2024   “life and Times of RCAF LAC Doug Smith” 

Presenter – Brian Cotter  

An engaging story of a young RCAF LAC serving in the postwar RCAF, whose service 

took him from bases across Canada to being part of the UNEF 1 Force in Egypt. 

 

Oct. 5, 2024   “The Centennial of the OPAS / MNR  Air Service 1924 – 2024” 

Presenter – Dr. H. Robert Galway 

A chronological review of the creation of an air service formed to protect and monitor the 

forest resources of the Province of Ontario.  The amazing personalities of the time and 

the aircraft employed and the range of duties that the crews carried out were covered in 

detail. 

 

Nov. 16, 2024  “R.W. Starratt and Starratt Airways” 

Presenter – Dr. H. Robert Galway 

An historical review of the growth of the Gold Mining Industry in Northwestern Ontario 

during the 1920-30s with the creation of what was to become known as “Bush Flying”.  

The development of the northern transportation services from winter “Tractor Trains” to 

the incredible use of aviation to support the mining industry was thoroughly covered. 
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