2024 Annual Report
Turnbull (NB) Chapter, Canadian Aviation Historical Society

Much of 2024 was focussed on the RCAF Centennial. Details follow.

We had three ZOOM calls for members on the following topics:

February - The Executed Airman - Sergeant Tom Hutchins, RAF Pennfield Ridge
March - The Flying Boats of Shediac
October - Wings for the Fleet

We also purchased a DRONE DJI3 system to assist us in our aircraft crash sites search, as well as
our RCAF 100 Air Force Memorial project at Pennfield Ridge. We also purchased a cricket system so we
can now produce items such as our own logos, named t-shirts or banners.

We continue to manage our Don McClure Aviation Gallery at the Moncton Airport.

In 2019 we formed a partnership with the 250 (Saint John) Wing, RCAF Association and created a
new Not-for-Profit organization. This new group 250 (Saint John) Wing, RCAFA Inc. owns one acre of the
former BCATP base at Pennfield Ridge.

During the past year we celebrated the RCAF centennial with many projects in partnership with the
250 (Saint John) Wing, RCAF Association and our joint partnership with 250 Wing Inc. This partnership
allows us to continue to be a New Brunswick focussed group for both civilian and military aviation history, as
well as straying across the provincial borders into PEl and Nova Scotia.

The 2024 centennial of the Royal Canadian Air Force was from 01 April 1924 to 31 March 2025. We
raised close to $400,000 for the RCAF projects and events in NB and PEI. We had fantastic community and
corporate support, as well as from Veterans Affairs Canada. Our local politicians in the New Brunswick
Legislature were most supportive.

Between April to March 2025 we did the following projects and activities:

April 10 - presentation of Vimy Ridge Oak Tree and RCAF 100 Squadron Banner to our Lieutenant

Governor, Fredericton. Squadron banners were also given to the Cities of Saint John and
Calgary as well as to 403 (City of Calgary) and 410 (City of Saint John) Squadrons.

April to November - 100 RCAF Banners in 48 New Brunswick communities.

April to December - two RCAF crosswalks, King at Germain Streets, Saint John.

June 7 - RCAF 100 Pennfield Ridge, Air Force Memorial, Pennfield.

July 5 - attended RCAF 100 Gala Ball, Base Gagetown, NB.

August - painted a 5.5” howitzer in memory of Lieutenant General L.W. Cuppens, RCAF, Saint John.

August 23-25 - RCAF 100 Atlantic Air Show, Canadian Forces Base Greenwood, NS.

September - Battle of Britain ceremony, Trinity Church and at the Cenotaph, Saint John.

October 14-15 -RCAF 100 Camp Cole memorial rededication, Miramichi, NB.



November 1 - RCAF Centennial Park, Charlottetown, PE.
February 21 - 125" anniversary of the use of balloons during the Boer War, Saint John.

Our efforts did not go unnoticed by our colleagues and community. At our 2024 National Convention
we received our very own William Wheeler Volunteer Service Award - the first time this has been awarded
to a Chapter. This was for our RCAF 100 banners which were displayed in 48 New Brunswick communities.

At the dedication of the Pennfield Ridge Air Force Memorial, 403 (City of Calgary) Squadron
presented one of the RCAF’s Centennial Commemorative Award to the Chair of 250 Wing Inc., our own
Secretary, Harold E. Wright. He accepted the award not for himself but for all members of the Turnbull
Chapter and 250 RCAF Association involved with preserving the RCAF’s heritage over the years.

In the fall the Canadian Nursery Landscape Association presented their Green for Life Award
to 250 Wing, RCAFA Inc. for the RCAF 100 Pennfield Ridge Air Force Memorial. Later in the
anniversary year Landscape NB/PEI presented their Landscape Excellence, Community Outreach
Award also to 250 Wing, RCAFA Inc. for the same RCAF 100 Pennfield Ridge Air Force Memorial. In
the case of these awards for this memorial, the Wing Inc. has used the environmental heritage of the
community to create and landscape this memorial - granite, blueberries, trees, plants and shrubs,
birds and seaweed.

In the fall Her Excellency the Governor General of Canada presented one of her own 100 King
Charles Ill Coronation Medals to our Secretary Harold E. Wright for his leadership for the RCAF
100 events and his continuing work for Veterans.

In June 2025 we will be participating in the Air Atlantic Air Show at the former RCAF Station
Summerside. One exhibit will highlight the RCAF tartan which was designed at Summerside. The
exhibit will have the first Pipers Kilt made of this tartan in 1942 as well as the first RCAF tartan
necktie made in 1943. The Chapter is also involved in a small way with planning for the 2026 air show in
Saint John.

Due to the after effects of the COVID restrictions, and that as a Provincial Chapter we used to meet in
three different cities each year which is no longer feasible, we will continue to rely on ZOOM calls for
presentations.
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